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It wasJanuary 1948 Graditz Germanyl remember my Mma Annastasia Licharutzner told me to pack my suitcase.
She said the war is getting closer and we haveave. | packed mywoodendoll and herclothes butwhen Mama
checked mysuitcaseshe madame leavethem behind.

A big vehicle came after midnight and stopped in front of our holdg Mama, sisters Inge 14 years old, Magda 10
years old, brother Gerhaf years oldand myself 12 years old weleadedup by the GovernmentRed Crosandtaken

to Czechoslovakialong withmanyother refugeedleeing our hometown We were dropped ofin anempty school
housewhere we slept ormattresses on the floorMy FatherErrst Paul Grutznehad been in Kiel working the ship
industry| believe and thewluring this timehe had beensent toFrance

While in the school housievas diagnosed witscarlet fever and sent to the hospital Benesov, Czechoslovakid.made
friendsthere with two other girls, Giselwho wasalso 12 years old and Sigvidho was only 4 years oldNethree girls
stayed theretwo monthsor longerandwe were inseparable

| remember my Mmaand sisters coming to visit me but they had to stay behind the fpatiearof gettingscarlet fever
whichwasvery contagious When bombing sirens went otbecause the German artillery was trying to shoot down the
Russiarplaneswe weretold to grab a blanketget the little ones and run to the bunkers as fast as possiiewere to
stay there until they gave the signal it was safe to come out.

Right before the waended,my two sisters Inge and Magdade the train to visitmein the hospitalagainbut they
never made it.May of 1945 the war was over and everyone gopagated in themayhemthat followed. My Mama
Annastasia and brother Gerhakterbertended up in Passan West Germany occupied by the Americans.
IngeborgCharlotte (nge) and Magdalena EricaMagdg made their way back homie Graditz Germanwhere they
found our Father. Father wanted to know where the others were but they did not kn@&isela, Sigrid anddondered
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In June | was let go from the hospitaldgnut on a train to Prague with the instructions to go to the Red Cross thiere.

was dark when we arrive@isela and Sigrid were with me but We2 dzf R yitQ diske@aingirRwhere théRed Gross

gla FyR KS ¢g2dz RyQid 3IAGBS YS Iy | yag SN addSentusra Shuttherg | & |
they told usall they ould do wastake us towhere others were being heldVe three marched along followirgman

who was carrying a maine gunwhere weended up in aefugeecampL i KI' R 6SSy | K2GSt I yF
very sick peopleWe slept on the floor with no bedslThey cut off mybraidsand checked me fdice.l was glad they
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The Russian soldiers would comatmightwith their flashlightsandtake older girlsout and rape them | remember

the girlsscreaminy as thg were beingtaken away.Two older girlsaskedusto help them hide from the Russians. The

older gits would lie on the floor themwe would put a blanket over them and lay on top of them so when the soldiers
lookedin, they would only seais little girlsand leave.

We moved out and went tahe Sokoktadium in Praguel was still with Gisela, Sigrid, and the two older giv\ée

stayed for two week# horrible living conditions witlvater soupto eat. Lice were so bad that men would strip naked
to get the lice off of themThen one day@meone came and announced theyamied people tadakea job. We

volunteered and went to the Russian camp to clean the dining room for the soldiégsvould sneak any leftovers
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Then a conventfonuns asked for people to clean a reated convent in PragueThinking we would be safe with the
nuns wevolunteered togoclean forthem and in turn theygaveusa good meal.

Two weeks later there was an announcemewuer the loudspeakefor all Germas who wanted to go back to Germany

to get in line. Thousandgot into linebecause we all wanted to go hom&/e went to the train station andavere loaded

into the cattle train. We thought we were going to Germany biihe Russians tooksto Theresiestadt in

Czechoslovakia to amg. It was a concentratiooamp;it had been a holding camp for Jewdpon entering the camp
through the big gatenybelongingspictures,wedding ringsanyone had where thrownon a big pile. They took

whatever they wanted. If you had gold fillings in your teeth, they were taken out also. The men got a whip to them as



they entered through the gate. Nexllmen, women, and children stripped down and we threw our clothes pitea
and went to the showehousetogether. As we came out two men sprayed us with powatewe turned aroundThey
were nastylaughing and makingfur. t 221 SR F2NJ Y& RNBaa odzi O2dzZ RyQid FA
We wereagainchecked for licandmany women gt their heads shaved when they fouitdWomen and children were
separated. We were put in bunkbeds with straw and a blanket. The girl in the bed next to me died -oi@pos)

They were coming out of every orifice. Shas only 4 or 5 years old. They did nothing to help her.

Gisela and Sigrid were still with megwever,the two older girlghat were withuswere sent to a different barrackWe
went to the shower room once a weekremember having a bad tooth whigbas pulled out on my 13th birthday there.
When it gotcold,they O 2 dzf hRaf thaibarrack so they moved us to a stone building with no windows except on the
ceilingwhich letsome lightin.

| was there foaroundsix months from Junmto December.

A few days before Christma®mepeoplecame to take all the children with no parentshey started reading names off
of a list. They called my nam&isela was not on the list amee screamed and criethat she was with me and had no
one either. They let hestay with meso dl three of uswere still together.

| later learnedJncle PremydPitter a Czech and Tante Olg@rzwho was Swiss, got permission to go into
Theresiestadt to get the childrerwith no family. Later Tante Olga told me the drivers were told to load up the children
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We were loaded onto twdigtrucks. It was dark and no one knew whene were goingWeg SNBE | FNI AR |y
want to ga They stopped somewher@nd bags of bread and lunchmeat were put on the trudke were so hungry we
werelike a pack of wolves. Everyone got sick because their sac 02 dzf Ry Qi KIFyRE S Fff (K

for such a long time.

We arrived and were givea bath, food, and a down ,
feather bed. We were in heaven. hiad beendark when ¥SSSs
we arrivedbut, in the morningwe got breakfast and 4
could seewvhere wewere. It had snowe@nd we were in
a beautiful castleh t SO2 A OS® LG o1 i
It was winter and the children were quarantined for twcj
weeks after arrival to make sure they did not have any
diseases.

| believe thecastle belonged to a German Barron who
left Czechoslovakia before the Russians came.

Soonit wasChristmas and the big hallas decorated.
We had a Christmas tree and celebratsidging and
dancingwith the Jewish, Czech, and German children &
together. We stayed there until spring.
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I had the pleasure of staying in touch with and visiting T&lgawho later told methey put a sign at the front gatinat
saidquarantined because of typhaidtay awayWeNB I f f @ RARY Qi KIF @S G@LK2ARXZ 0 dzi
out and it worked.

After a couple ofmonths,we were moved to the next castle, (i A aigligf CzechoslovakieanteOlga and Uncle Premysl|
came by and checked as. | remembersomeone playing Heidenroslein on the pianShe told me | could just make up
my own danceso | danced while she played the pian&e also put on playsWe didSnow White and the Dwarfs. |
played Snow White, bitRA RY QU ¢ | yibythé grince.S 1A &aas



L -

O

“
s

i

After several monthsve were moved again
to a very big castle i@zechoslovakiealled
Kamenice There vere beautiful bluewalls
with gold on then. | remember some
people came from Switzerland to visit the
castle and asked us what we would like for
Christmas. | told them | wanted boots
because my feet got cold. | got boots that
year for Christmas and was so happy.
TanteOlga andJncle Premysbkould get
information from usandtry to find our
families. | had written several letters home.
Slowly parerg were being foundGisela
and Sigridalso bund their families.

| was one of the last children to find a
family member.

ShvesterKlara wouldcome once a weeind we would sitn

a pretty roomwith comfortable chairseadingbooks and
poetry.| especially remember learning Die Kraniche des Iby
by Friedrick Schiller.
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Onetime Tante Olgand Uncle Premysl were goinc
to Prague andisked 2K @ R2y QU @& R éz
| was excited to gdlVe went toMA LMD&m where
they showed me around.
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On my 14 birthday!| finallygot a letter frommy ‘5 i U0 g US | , !Ll
Mamathat saidmy Faher had been killed by tn ’ ; o ;
Russiansind that she was in Pass@&rmanyand
everythingwasgoing to be ok.

Magda & Inganade itout of the Russian sector
where they were working for farmers.

Déti jsou nase budoucnost. Pamatujte na jejich vychovu!
Podporujte ,MILICUV DUM", atulek mlddeze v Praze-Zizkové, u olianského rybnika.

I wentto a conventclose tothe train station inPragueto wait for transportation to go back t&ermany We had to wait

for a group before they would send us.

Mother Superiottold me tocome backand stay with thenif L R A RGefrianydnympr&.L ¥ G KS& RARYy Qi
Mamal would have stayed there and b@me a nun.

The day camevhen Iwas pu on atrain goingto Fuith im WaldGermany | was dropped off andpent the night in an
orphanage. | remember having a good time playing with the other chiltirere. The next day wasy 15thbirthday.
My Mamaand sister Magda came to pioke up. | started to run toward a womahthought wasmy Mamathen
stopped. | thought this woman was too smallR A Ry Q (il halBrowh thé yBars apaiVe cried kissed, andhugged.
I wasfinally reunited withmy fanily after being apart foR years and 7 monthslanuary 1945 to Aug 28, 1947

I went to live in Passau in St Nikola KlogMonasteny) turned into a refugee cam@he rooms were big ande had 16
people living in one room.

I went back to school in Passau and gradudtezh | went toNurnbergfor nursing schooll became interested in
nursing while | was in the hospital with scarlet fever. Some of the older children, myself included, wigtptdking

care of the younger oneand | decided this was what | wanted to danarried an American soldier stationed in
Germany, moved to Ameriga October of 1958vhere | worked as a nursdhad two childrerPaul Marcus and Regina
Kay.

L OFyQli o6S3Ay G2 {medmys]for allthgyids inhescHihge andttie othexhidred through
Operatin Castles

ILSE GRUTZNER HAMILTON BATEMAN



Uncle Premysl Pitter
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Tante Olga Fierz and llse Grutzner Hamilton Bateman on Lake Lucerne






